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St. Juan Diego 

St. Juan Diego was an Indian man from Mexico who was about 57  years old  
when Our Lady appeared to him.  

He had become a Christian a few years before, and his wife had recently died.  
He lived with his Uncle, Juan Bernardino. 



The Apparitions to St. Juan Diego 

Our Lady appeared to St. Juan Diego four times over the course of 4 days.  
She first appeared to him on December 9 (now celebrated as his feast day) 

and Our Lady’s miraculous image on the tilma was revealed on December 12,  
which is now celebrated as her feast day. 



The First Apparition:  December 9, 1531 
“I ardently desire that you build a church here so that in it I may give my love, compassion, 

 help and defense, to you and all who live on earth” 

-St. Juan Diego was walking to 
catechism classes at the Church. 
Passing by Tepeyac Hill, he  
heard the sound of birds singing  
 
-He heard a sweet voice from the 
top of the hill calling his name;  
he was unafraid, and joyfully 
climbed to the top of the hill to see 
who was calling him 

-When he reached the top of the 
hill, he saw a beautiful woman, 
whose dress was as “radiant as the 
sun.” She revealed herself as the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of 
God 
 
-She asked him to build a church 
in that place to be a home in which 
she could receive all of God’s 
children and bring them His grace 
and comfort. He was to tell this 
request to the bishop 



Juan Diego visits Bishop Zumárraga:  
December 9, 1531 

 
- Juan Diego went to the bishop as soon as he left Our Lady. 
After a long wait the bishop’s servants asked him to come in 
 
-Juan Diego knelt in front of the bishop and gave him Our 
Lady’s message; he also shared all he had seen and heard 
 
-After listening to his message and all he had to say, the 
bishop did not seem to pay much attention. He told him to 
come back another time so he could listen again to the story 
and decide what to do 



The Second Apparition:  December 9, 1531 
“Listen, smallest one of my sons, understand that I have many servants and messengers  

that I can ask to do my will and deliver this message, but I specifically need you  
to solicit and help with your mediation for my will to be accomplished. ” 

-Juan Diego returned to Tepeyac 
where he encountered Our Lady 
the first time. He shared that the 
bishop received him kindly, but 
seemed not to believe his request 
 
-He said, “I beg you My Lady [. . .] 
that you send someone more well 
known, respected and esteemed 
with your message so that they will 
believe him because I am just a 
little man” 

-Our Lady emphasized that she 
needed his  help. She asked him to 
return to the bishop tomorrow, tell 
him that the Mother of God had 
sent him, and repeat her requests 
 
-Juan Diego said, “My Lady [. . .] 
may I not cause you affliction; with 
great eagerness I will go to 
accomplish your will.  
In no way will I leave this work 
undone nor do I consider it 
burdensome” 



Second visit with Bishop Zumárraga:  
December 10, 1531 

 

-Juan Diego went to the bishop the first thing the next 
morning 
 
-Once again, he explained the story to the bishop. The bishop 
asked many questions—where did he see Our Lady? What 
was she like?  
 
-The bishop responded by asking for a sign from God that 
this was truly Our Lady’s request 



The Third Apparition:  December 10, 1531 
“Know my little son that I will pay you for your attention  

and the work and fatigue that you have assumed for me. ” 

-On his way back from the bishop’s 
residence, Juan Diego returned to 
meet Our Lady on Tepeyac 
 
-He shared with her the bishop’s 
request for a sign in order to 
believe that his words were truly 
from Our Lady 

-Our Lady said,  
“My son, you will come back here 
again tomorrow so that you can 
take the bishop the sign he asked 
for. With this he will believe you; 
he will not doubt about this again, 
nor will he doubt or suspect 
anything about you [. . .] You can 
go now; tomorrow I will wait for 
you here” 



The Fourth Apparition:  December 12, 1531 
“Am I not here who am your Mother? Are you not beneath my shadow? [. . .] 

Do not be distressed nor be apprehensive by anything. ” 

-Juan Diego’s uncle, Juan 
Bernardino, had become gravely 
ill. He missed his meeting with Our 
Lady on Monday because he was 
trying to find a doctor to care for 
him 
 
-The next morning, he left his 
home early to find a priest to hear 
his Uncle’s confession. He needed 
to pass by Tepeyac, so took an 
alternate route so that Our Lady 
wouldn’t see him 

-Our Lady said found him on the 
way and told him not to be afraid, 
and that his uncle would be healed 
 
-When Juan Diego heard these 
words, he became very happy and 
asked Our Lady to send him as 
soon as possible to see the bishop 
and take the sign he needed to 
believe 



The Flowers:  December 12, 1531 
“This diversity of roses is the proof and sign you will take to the bishop.  

You will tell him in my name to see in them my will and that he has to fulfill it.  
You are my ambassador, very worthy of my trust.” 

-When he came back down the hill, 
he brought the roses to Our Lady, 
who arranged them in his tilma 

-Our Lady asked him 
to climb to the top of 
Tepeyac where they 
first met, and to cut 
the different roses 
that he would find 
there 

-Juan Diego was amazed to find fragrant 
Castile roses in full bloom; it was the middle 
of December, and the  roses normally did not 
bloom then 

-She told Juan Diego 
to carry them to the 
bishop, and only open 
his tilma to show him 

-He would then tell the bishop to see that this 
was the sign of Our Lady’s will, and that he had 
to fulfill it by building the church  



The Sign in the Tilma:  December 12, 1531 
“Show me where it is that the Lady from Heaven wants me to build her church.”  

-When Juan Diego 
returned to the bishop’s 
residence, the servants 
there made him wait a 
long time to be seen; they 
also tried to take some of 
the roses from his tilma 
and pushed him around 
in order to do so; but 
when they tried to grab 
them, they became as if 
they were painted 

-Everyone knelt down in 
admiration; the bishop 
began to cry when he 
realized this was true, and 
that he had not believed 
Our Lady 
 
-The next day, the bishop 
asked to see where Our 
Lady wanted her Church. 
It soon began to be built. 
The image on the tilma 
was hung there—the 
same one we see today 
 

-Once in the presence of the bishop, he 
told him everything Our Lady asked him 
to. When he unfurled his tilma to give the 
roses to the bishop, all saw the miraculous 
image of Our Lady that had been 
imprinted upon his white tilma 
 
 



The Significance of the Tilma 
-Our Lady appears as she is described in 
the Book of Revelation, 12:1, “A woman 
clothed with the sun, with the moon 
beneath her feet, and on her head a crown 
of twelve stars” 
 
-Significance of the sash at her waist; the 
arrangement of the constellations on her 
mantle; the fact that she is clothed with the 
sun and the moon, and the flowers on her 
dress. All of this showed the Aztec Indians 
that she was the mother of the Living God, 
the only God to be worshipped 



The Significance of the Tilma cont. 

-Scientific studies have been done on the tilma which 
prove that it could not have been painted by man; 
the dyes used are not made of any recognizable 
mineral, plant, or animal base 
 
-The tilma has survived intact for almost 500 years. 
This is another miracle—usually the material that 
this tilma is made out of would disintegrate within 20 
years. It has also survived a bombing and chemical 
damage 
 
-Studies were done on her eyes, which shows the 
figure of a man reflected there. It is impossible for 
anyone to paint something that small  



La Guadalupana 

Desde el cielo una hermosa mañana 
Desde el cielo una hermosa mañana 

 
La Guadalupana, La Guadalupana,  

La Guadalupana bajo al Tepeyac 
 

A Juan Diego la Virgen le dijo,  
A Juan Diego la Virgen le dijo: 

 
Este cerro elijo,  
Este cerro elijo,  

Este cerro elijo para hacer mi altar 
 

From heaven one beautiful 
morning 

 
La Guadalupana came down to 

Tepeyac 
 

Our Lady said to Juan Diego: 
 

“I choose this hill to build my altar” 
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