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LUMINOUS MYSTERIES 
 

I. The Baptism of Our Lord 
 “Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. He came up 
from the water and behold, the heavens were opened [for him], and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove [and] coming upon him. And a voice came from the heavens, saying, 
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:13-17) 
 
21. "At the climax of Jesus' messianic mission, the Holy Spirit becomes present in the Paschal Mystery in 
all of his divine subjectivity: as the one who is now to continue the salvific work rooted in the sacrifice of 
the cross. Of course Jesus entrusts this work to human beings: to the apostles, to the Church. 
Nevertheless, in and through them the Holy Spirit remains the transcendent and principal agent for the 
accomplishment of this work in the human spirit and in the history of the world."31 
 
The Holy Spirit is indeed the principal agent of the whole of the Church's mission. His action is preeminent 
in the mission ad gentes, as can clearly be seen in the early Church: in the conversion of Cornelius (cf. 
Acts 10), in the decisions made about emerging problems (cf. Acts 15) and in the choice of regions and 
peoples to be evangelized (cf. Acts 16:6ff). The Spirit worked through the apostles, but at the same time 
he was also at work in those who heard them: "Through his action the Good News takes shape in human 
minds and hearts and extends through history. In all of this it is the Holy Spirit who gives life." 
 
22. All the Evangelists, when they describe the risen Christ's meeting with his apostles, conclude with the 
"missionary mandate": "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations,...and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age" (Mt 28:18-20; cf. Mk 
16:15-18; Lk 24:46-49; Jn 20:21-23). 
 
This is a sending forth in the Spirit, as is clearly apparent in the Gospel of John: Christ sends his own into 
the world, just as the Father has sent him, and to this end he gives them the Spirit. Luke, for his part, 
closely links the witness the apostles are to give to Christ with the working of the Spirit, who will enable 
them to fulfill the mandate they have received. 
 
23. The different versions of the "missionary mandate" contain common elements as well as 
characteristics proper to each. Two elements, however, are found in all the versions. First, there is the 
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universal dimension of the task entrusted to the apostles, who are sent to "all nations" (Mt 28:19); "into 
all the world and...to the whole creation" (Mk 16:15); to "all nations" (Lk 24:47); "to the end of the earth" 
(Acts 1:8). Secondly, there is the assurance given to the apostles by the Lord that they will not be alone in 
the task, but will receive the strength and the means necessary to carry out their mission. The reference 
here is to the presence and power of the spirit and the help of Jesus himself: "And they went forth and 
preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them" (Mk 16:20). 
 
As for the different emphases found in each version, Mark presents mission as proclamation or kerygma: 
"Preach the Gospel" (Mk 16:15). His aim is to lead his readers to repeat Peter's profession of faith: "You 
are the Christ" (Mk 8:29), and to say with the Roman centurion who stood before the body of Jesus on 
the cross: "Truly this man was the Son of God!" (Mk 15:39) In Matthew, the missionary emphasis is 
placed on the foundation of the Church and on her teaching (cf. Mt 28:19-20; 16:18). According to him, 
the mandate shows that the proclamation of the Gospel must be completed by a specific ecclesial and 
sacramental catechesis. In Luke, mission is presented as witness (cf. Lk 24:48; Acts 1:8), centered 
especially on the resurrection (cf. Acts 1:22). The missionary is invited to believe in the transforming 
power of the Gospel and to proclaim what Luke presents so well, that is, conversion to God's love and 
mercy, the experience of a complete liberation which goes to the root of all evil, namely sin. 

 
Mother of the Apostles and Missionaries of the Third Millennium, pray for us! 

 
II. The Wedding at Cana  
“There was a wedding in Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his 
disciples were also invited to the wedding. When the wine ran short, the mother of Jesus said 
to him, ‘They have no wine.’ [And] Jesus said to her, “Woman, how does your concern affect 
me? My hour has not yet come, ‘His mother said to the servers, “Do whatever he tells you.’” 
(John 2:1-5) 
 
92. Today, as never before, the Church has the opportunity of bringing the Gospel, by witness and word, 
to all people and nations. I see the dawning of a new missionary age, which will become a radiant day 
bearing an abundant harvest, if all Christians, and missionaries and young churches in particular, 
respond with generosity and holiness to the calls and challenges of our time. 
 
Like the apostles after Christ's Ascension, the Church must gather in the Upper Room "together with 
Mary, the Mother of Jesus" (Acts 1:14), in order to pray for the Spirit and to gain strength and courage to 
carry out the missionary mandate. We too, like the apostles, need to be transformed and guided by the 
Spirit. 
 
On the eve of the third millennium the whole Church is invited to live more intensely the mystery of Christ 
by gratefully cooperating in the work of salvation. The Church does this together with Mary and 
following the example of Mary, the Church's Mother and model: Mary is the model of that maternal love 
which should inspire all who cooperate in the Church's apostolic mission for the rebirth of humanity. 
Therefore, "strengthened by the presence of Christ, the Church journeys through time toward the 
consummation of the ages and goes to meet the Lord who comes. But on this journey ...she proceeds 
along the path already trodden by the Virgin Mary."177 
 
To "Mary's mediation, wholly oriented toward Christ and tending to the revelation of his salvific 
power,"178 I entrust the Church and, in particular, those who commit themselves to carrying out the 
missionary mandate in today's world. As Christ sent forth his apostles in the name of the Father and of 
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the Son and of the Holy Spirit, so too, renewing that same mandate, I extend to all of you my apostolic 
blessing, in the name of the same Most Holy Trinity. Amen. 
 

 
Mother of the Apostles and Missionaries of the Third Millennium, pray for us! 

 
 
III. The Proclamation of the Kingdom 
“After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God: ‘This is 
the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.’” 
(Mark 1:14-15) 
 

1. The mission of Christ the Redeemer, which is entrusted to the Church, is still very far from completion. 
As the second millennium after Christ's coming draws to an end, an overall view of the human race 
shows that this mission is still only beginning and that we must commit ourselves wholeheartedly to its 
service. It is the Spirit who impels us to proclaim the great works of God: "For if I preach the Gospel, that 
gives me no ground for boasting. For necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel!" 
(1 Cor 9: 16) 

In the name of the whole Church, I sense an urgent duty to repeat this cry of St. Paul. From the beginning 
of my Pontificate I have chosen to travel to the ends of the earth in order to show this missionary 
concern. My direct contact with peoples who do not know Christ has convinced me even more of the 
urgency of missionary activity, a subject to which I am devoting the present encyclical. 

The Second Vatican Council sought to renew the Church's life and activity in the light of the needs of the 
contemporary world. The Council emphasized the Church's "missionary nature," basing it in a dynamic 
way on the Trinitarian mission itself. The missionary thrust therefore belongs to the very nature of the 
Christian life, and is also the inspiration behind ecumenism: "that they may all be one...so that the world 
may believe that you have sent me" (Jn 17:21). 

2. The Council has already borne much fruit in the realm of missionary activity. There has been an 
increase of local churches with their own bishops, clergy and workers in the apostolate. The presence of 
Christian communities is more evident in the life of nations, and communion between the churches has 
led to a lively exchange of spiritual benefits and gifts. The commitment of the laity to the work of 
evangelization is changing ecclesial life, while particular churches are more willing to meet with the 
members of other Christian churches and other religions, and to enter into dialogue and cooperation 
with them. Above all, there is a new awareness that missionary activity is a matter for all Christians, for 
all dioceses and parishes, Church institutions and associations. 

Nevertheless, in this "new springtime" of Christianity there is an undeniable negative tendency, and the 
present document is meant to help overcome it. Missionary activity specifically directed "to the nations" 
(ad gentes) appears to be waning, and this tendency is certainly not in line with the directives of the 
Council and of subsequent statements of the Magisterium. Difficulties both internal and external have 
weakened the Church's missionary thrust toward non-Christians, a fact which must arouse concern 
among all who believe in Christ. For in the Church's history, missionary drive has always been a sign of 
vitality, just as its lessening is a sign of a crisis of faith. 
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Twenty-five years after the conclusion of the Council and the publication of the Decree on Missionary 
Activity Ad Gentes, fifteen years after the Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi issued by Pope Paul 
VI, and in continuity with the magisterial teaching of my predecessors,2 I wish to invite the Church to 
renew her missionary commitment. The present document has as its goal an interior renewal of faith and 
Christian life. For missionary activity renews the Church, revitalizes faith and Christian identity, and offers 
fresh enthusiasm and new incentive. Faith is strengthened when it is given to others! It is in commitment 
to the Church's universal mission that the new evangelization of Christian peoples will find inspiration 
and support. 

But what moves me even more strongly to proclaim the urgency of missionary evangelization is the fact 
that it is the primary service which the Church can render to every individual and to all humanity in the 
modern world, a world which has experienced marvelous achievements but which seems to have lost its 
sense of ultimate realities and of existence itself. "Christ the Redeemer," I wrote in my first encyclical, 
"fully reveals man to himself.... The person who wishes to understand himself thoroughly...must...draw 
near to Christ.... [The] Redemption that took place through the cross has definitively restored to man his 
dignity and given back meaning to his life in the world." 

30. Our own time, with humanity on the move and in continual search, demands a resurgence of the 
Church's missionary activity. The horizons and possibilities for mission are growing ever wider, and we 
Christians are called to an apostolic courage based upon trust in the Spirit. He is the principal agent of 
mission! 

 
The history of humanity has known many major turning points which have encouraged missionary 
outreach, and the Church, guided by the Spirit, has always responded to them with generosity and 
farsightedness. Results have not been lacking. Not long ago we celebrated the millennium of the 
evangelization of Rus' and the Slav peoples, and we are now preparing to celebrate the five hundredth 
anniversary of the evangelization of the Americas. Similarly, there have been recent commemorations of 
the centenaries of the first missions in various countries of Asia, Africa and Oceania. Today the Church 
must face other challenges and push forward to new frontiers, both in the initial mission ad gentes and 
in the new evangelization of those peoples who have already heard Christ proclaimed. Today all 
Christians, the particular churches and the universal Church, are called to have the same courage that 
inspired the missionaries of the past, and the same readiness to listen to the voice of the Spirit. 
 

Mother of the Apostles and Missionaries of the Third Millennium, pray for us! 
 

 
IV. The Transfiguration of Our Lord 
“Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by 
themselves. And he was transfigured before them; his face shone like the sun and his clothes 
became white as light. And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, conversing with 
them. A bright cloud cast a shadow over them, and from the cloud came a voice that said, 
‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.’” (Matthew 17:1-5) 

42. People today put more trust in witnesses than in teachers, in experience than in teaching, and in life 
and action than in theories. The witness of a Christian life is the first and irreplaceable form of mission: 
Christ, whose mission we continue, is the "witness" par excellence (Rv 1:5; 3:14) and the model of all 
Christian witness. The Holy Spirit accompanies the Church along her way and associates her with the 
witness he gives to Christ (cf. Jn 15:26-27). 
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The first form of witness is the very life of the missionary, of the Christian family, and of the ecclesial 
community, which reveal a new way of living. The missionary who, despite all his or her human 
limitations and defects, lives a simple life, taking Christ as the model, is a sign of God and of 
transcendent realities. But everyone in the Church, striving to imitate the Divine Master, can and must 
bear this kind of witness;70 in many cases it is the only possible way of being a missionary. 

The evangelical witness which the world finds most appealing is that of concern for people, and of 
charity toward the poor, the weak and those who suffer. The complete generosity underlying this 
attitude and these actions stands in marked contrast to human selfishness. It raises precise questions 
which lead to God and to the Gospel. A commitment to peace, justice, human rights and human 
promotion is also a witness to the Gospel when it is a sign of concern for persons and is directed toward 
integral human development.71 

43. Christians and Christian communities are very much a part of the life of their respective nations and 
can be a sign of the Gospel in their fidelity to their native land, people and national culture, while always 
preserving the freedom brought by Christ. Christianity is open to universal brotherhood, for all men and 
women are sons and daughters of the same Father and brothers and sisters in Christ. 

The Church is called to bear witness to Christ by taking courageous and prophetic stands in the face of 
the corruption of political or economic power; by not seeking her own glory and material wealth; by 
using her resources to serve the poorest of the poor and by imitating Christ's own simplicity of life. The 
Church and her missionaries must also bear the witness of humility, above all with regard to themselves-
a humility which allows them to make a personal and communal examination of conscience in order to 
correct in their behavior whatever is contrary to the Gospel and disfigures the face of Christ. 

90. The call to mission derives, of its nature, from the call to holiness. A missionary is really such only if he 
commits himself to the way of holiness: "Holiness must be called a fundamental presupposition and an 
irreplaceable condition for everyone in fulfilling the mission of salvation in the Church." 

The universal call to holiness is closely linked to the universal call to mission. Every member of the faithful 
is called to holiness and to mission. This was the earnest desire of the Council, which hoped to be able "to 
enlighten all people with the brightness of Christ, which gleams over the face of the Church, by preaching 
the Gospel to every creature." 175 The Church's missionary spirituality is a journey toward holiness. 

The renewed impulse to the mission ad gentes demands holy missionaries. It is not enough to update 
pastoral techniques, organize and coordinate ecclesial resources, or delve more deeply into the biblical 
and theological foundations of faith. What is needed is the encouragement of a new "ardor for holiness" 
among missionaries and throughout the Christian community, especially among those who work most 
closely with missionaries. 

Dear brothers and sisters: let us remember the missionary enthusiasm of the first Christian communities. 
Despite the limited means of travel and communication in those times, the proclamation of the Gospel 
quickly reached the ends of the earth. And this was the religion of a man who had died on a cross, "a 
stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles"! (1 Cor 1:23) Underlying this missionary dynamism was the 
holiness of the first Christians and the first communities. 
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91. I therefore address myself to the recently baptized members of the young communities and young 
churches. Today, you are the hope of this two-thousand-year-old Church of ours: being young in faith, 
you must be like the first Christians and radiate enthusiasm and courage, in generous devotion to God 
and neighbor. In a word, you must set yourselves on the path of holiness. Only thus can you be a sign of 
God in the world and re-live in your own countries the missionary epic of the early Church. You will also 
be a leaven of missionary spirit for the older churches. 

For their part, missionaries should reflect on the duty of holiness required of them by the gift of their 
vocation, renew themselves in spirit day by day, and strive to update their doctrinal and pastoral 
formation. The missionary must be a "contemplative in action." He finds answers to problems in the light 
of God's word and in personal and community prayer. My contact with representatives of the non-
Christian spiritual traditions, particularly those of Asia, has confirmed me in the view that the future of 
mission depends to a great extent on contemplation. Unless the missionary is a contemplative he cannot 
proclaim Christ in a credible way. He is a witness to the experience of God, and must be able to say with 
the apostles: "that which we have looked upon...concerning the word of life,...we proclaim also to you" 
(1 Jn 1:1-3). 

The missionary is a person of the Beatitudes. Before sending out the Twelve to evangelize, Jesus, in his 
"missionary discourse" (cf. Mt 10), teaches them the paths of mission: poverty, meekness, acceptance of 
suffering and persecution, the desire for justice and peace, charity - in other words, the Beatitudes, lived 
out in the apostolic life (cf. Mt 5:1-12). By living the Beatitudes, the missionary experiences and shows 
concretely that the kingdom of God has already come, and that he has accepted it. The characteristic of 
every authentic missionary life is the inner joy that comes from faith. In a world tormented and 
oppressed by so many problems, a world tempted to pessimism, the one who proclaims the "Good News" 
must be a person who has found true hope in Christ. 

Mother of the Apostles and Missionaries of the Third Millennium, pray for us! 
 
V. The Institution of the Eucharist  
“While they were eating, Jesus took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and giving it to his 
disciples said, ‘Take and eat; this is my body.’ Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
to them, saying ‘Drink from it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, which will be 
shed on behalf of many for the forgiveness of sins.’” (Matthew 26:26-28) 
3. Peoples everywhere, open the doors to Christ! His Gospel in no way detracts from man's freedom, 
from the respect that is owed to every culture and to whatever is good in each religion. By accepting 
Christ, you open yourselves to the definitive Word of God, to the One in whom God has made himself 
fully known and has shown us the path to himself. 
 
The number of those who do not know Christ and do not belong to the Church is constantly on the 
increase. Indeed, since the end of the Council it has almost doubled. When we consider this immense 
portion of humanity which is loved by the Father and for whom he sent his Son, the urgency of the 
Church's mission is obvious. 
 
On the other hand, our own times offer the Church new opportunities in this field: we have witnessed the 
collapse of oppressive ideologies and political systems; the opening of frontiers and the formation of a 
more united world due to an increase in communications; the affirmation among peoples of the gospel 
values which Jesus made incarnate in his own life (peace, justice, brotherhood, concern for the needy); 
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and a kind of soulless economic and technical development which only stimulates the search for the truth 
about God, about man and about the meaning of life itself. 
 
God is opening before the Church the horizons of a humanity more fully prepared for the sowing of the 
Gospel. I sense that the moment has come to commit all of the Church's energies to a new evangelization 
and to the mission ad gentes. No believer in Christ, no institution of the Church can avoid this supreme 
duty: to proclaim Christ to all peoples. 
 
89. Missionary spirituality is also marked by apostolic charity, the charity of Christ who came "to gather 
into one the children of God who are scattered abroad" (Jn 11:52), of the Good Shepherd who knows his 
sheep, who searches them out and offers his life for them (cf. Jn 10). Those who have the missionary 
spirit feel Christ's burning love for souls, and love the Church as Christ did. 
 
The missionary is urged on by "zeal for souls," a zeal inspired by Christ's own charity, which takes the 
form of concern, tenderness, compassion, openness, availability and interest in people's problems. Jesus' 
love is very deep: he who "knew what was in man" (Jn 2:25) loved everyone by offering them redemption 
and suffered when it was rejected. 
 
The missionary is a person of charity. In order to proclaim to all his brothers and sisters that they are 
loved by God and are capable of loving, he must show love toward all, giving his life for his neighbor. The 
missionary is the "universal brother," bearing in himself the Church's spirit, her openness to and interest 
in all peoples and individuals, especially the least and poorest of his brethren. As such, he overcomes 
barriers and divisions of race, cast or ideology. He is a sign of God's love in the world - a love without 
exclusion or partiality. 
 
Finally, like Christ he must love the Church: "Christ loved the Church and gave himself up for her" (Eph 
5:25). This love, even to the point of giving one's life, is a focal point for him. Only profound love for the 
Church can sustain the missionary's zeal. His daily pressure, as St. Paul says, is "anxiety for all the 
churches" (2 Cor 11:28). For every missionary "fidelity to Christ cannot be separated from fidelity to the 
Church."173 

 
Mother of the Apostles and Missionaries of the Third Millennium, pray for us! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


